High (neat lake 1949 - 1954

Aigh (neat Lare Segan in 1949 when Secklen and S heppand, develvpe..:
of Lake Wallhill and Highland Lakea purchaned 235 acaen, the finat
section of High (rert, from Peguannoch Rubben and the Bonough of Butlex.
The farmland wan full of blueberny patchen at the top of the hill and
the atrean thai tumbler doun the mountain aan along the propenty whene
the Lake in now A dam wan built at the southean end and the Lake wa:
formed,  Jhere wenre tuv bodies of water initially with a narwow atrip
of Land separating the "Duch Pond”, now the cove, from the lake propen.

0f the oniginal aettlers only the Novachs and the Winterbergenn ane
atll hene, Jhey were joined in the next tuwo years by the Pirogs, Giles,
Villian fotnaons and the Stanni. Jhe eight childnen Living here then
wene picked up by a Sechkler & Sheppard atation wagon and tahen to the
bur azop on Rie. 23, JThey attended a one-vom achool house in cho Lake
that atood whene Sz, fonephy achvol row atands. One of these atudents
war Kenny Giles and ar o graducting aenion from Butlen High School, hi
aintes flangie, neceived the fina acholarhip ever avanded a Veat Milfond
Atudenz by the WP J. A, Margie attended Radford (ollege and in now
head of lomen's Phyrical fducation at Butlen HighSchool. Hen neighbon,
Joanie Winterberger, graduated the following year and in now faa. (ampbell
kroun to many of the children in the WM. achool ayatem phyrical education
A gALme ,
By 1956 there wene about aeventy homes hene. Jhe neanes? aupenmanrets
were a Big Leaden in Bloomingdale and an Aeme in Klugetown, Pompton Laken.
(hilton Hoapital war just opening ita oniginal building, and the Hodgea
Doughertys, Garalbertin, Gruelichs and Gentiles had moved to High (ret.



Bacopin {Lementany S chool wan built in 1959 and later expander iv
‘wun prcaent middle achool, Jhe ackool aerved ai the high achool for u
few yearn and the firat aenion class graduated in 1963 with Mike Begley
and Kenny Giles among them, Mamahall HilL wan followed by Upper Gnoeniood
Lahe 5 chool and then dpahawa in Uctoben, 1966, How the children of fligh
(reat were "walkern”. figple Road opened in (968 and Weat Brook jusi aever
yeans aften, -

The Lirat High (neat Lake Lodge wap built in 1959 when thinty residenis
demolinked a log éabin on Rte. 23 and moved it to the Kay Len Pavillion
coratnucting what in now the lounge area, Jhe largen noom wan added in
1968 when the property was purchared from fin, Sechlen. Jhe hitchen
wan 2he moat necent addition with continuing wonk being done on #he Zennis
cwourts,  dlmoat all the work has been done by renidents in group wonk programs.

When the lake wan punchased hy the Lodge in 1973 oun new waten Znont
war conainucted with added improvementa by ihe Saillinh (Lub-and Jomen's (Lul.
The Recreaiion program, now operated by the Lodge, han oven tuo hundner
children enolled, A veny active Sailfish (Lub and a Shi (Lub have developed
to provide year-round recreation fon the entine family and mone than #uo
bundned and 2hinty families call High (reat "fome”,

Some inteneaiing facts of people’a Lives hene-at Aigh (rest are :

A baby war boan at the lake —- Ricky Novak, Neighbora mannied = Kurt Gruelick
and. Glonia Kolen, Peten Winterbengen and (arol Giwsefli. Mone than sixteen
familier are in thein necond High (neat homen and tun "High (nesZ kida"

have marnied and netunned with thein families. WQuite a teatimonial 2o

¢hii nemote blueberny patch. Jhere in a atrorg bond of warmth and friendahip
that has nuntuned around the shonen of thia lake and 9'm happy to call it home.



Je one=mwom ackool foure war no longer wied and Hillenoss, es
fiilford"s firat K-8 elementany achool war joined by Panadine Knoll.

The Kigh school atudenti wene ennolled in Butlen High not q Llong i
for the childner, but from Upper Grecnuood Lake the Wet Milford atudents
node tw touns each way to high achool.

Sn 1956 fant Shone Dn. ended at Aodged' cornen and Macopin Jernace
continued only a few hundned yards. Neithen Mallony on the lower postio:
of Upper High (neat wene opened and Weat Stone ended at Deacon’s connen
Kay Len war purchased by fln, Secklen in 1956, $2 had been a public
suinning anea and the childnen ured to walk though the woods and buy
candy bar thene. Northwod Dn. was cut through in 1958, giving fligh (resi
a "back gate”, Jhe entrance m@ closed by a chain for a while and resiccnia
needed thein key %o get in and out of High (reat Lake. Sn 1963 waten
metens wene intalled and the residents began paging thein Limst waten il

Sn the eanly days there war an active fien's (Lub that provided aociul
activities fon the nesidents and at one time atocked the lahe with Link,
The Women's (Lub began with sixteen women meeting in thein homes and wa:
neidhen federated noa inconponated.

Jke Recneation Pangram, unden the auspicen of the newly incorponated
Vomen's (lub, wan begun in 1964 by Roberta (aporale, then president.

Mre Sechler provided the inaunance and payroll contnibutionn and Bill Saih
wan oun finat directon. Jhe fortyeight children involved had anta and
crafin and field activitiea in the monning, awim instrucition in the
aftennoon, Eveny Fniday a field trip with atation wagon iransportation
 wan offened, '




Sntenview with : fa.' Hovak
Addnean : 73 J‘/Lgﬁ sz‘_ Dnive

Sn Reaidence : 951

High (neat Lake wan oniginally ouned by the Pequannoch Rubben (omoany wn'
tre Boro of Butlen, Jhey were planning o make a reservoin out of ne vicndy aenes
of Lands  Sechlen and Shepund bought it and opened it to the public in 1951,
Although § can 4ay when it gpened in one nentence, it would tahe nevens. seniencen
to tell wu how. .§t:éao:’aayemandaﬁai,{ioéuildfﬁedmmafumwﬁed
n (951, St wan Hlooded in the aame gear. High (nest Yaten (ompany was 1tanted
n 1951 and didn't change ita curtomena for eleven yeans, until 1962, The lake
war formed from ¢ niven to a lake in a year. Jhe manter plan for High (reat wa
neaidential. Hligh (neat Lake covern 250 acnes, Jhe beach war buili in 195/,

The communiity ven adventined in the ewarh Stan Ledgen, the Pasraic Herale fews,
and 2he Paternon floaning (all, The biggent dnavback fon the lake war the entrance.
Jhin Long, winding hill was ve.ayﬁzub.’iog.eiqp, eapecially in the winien,

Jhere wene a few problems with the water tanks in the beginning and people
would balng waten 1o thein tomen in milk cans, rothen wunual thing is that the
fiut thinteen children that wene bonn on High (reat were all boya.

hote:  fin, Hovah in the aon=in-daw of one of the develnpens, fin, S ecrler, Zhe

ounen of High (neaz Lake Waten (ompany, and one of the firzi ‘ome ounera.




Snterview with ¢ oﬂ'roe and f)aiig WM(U%’;QJL
ridelaess &2 f:’igﬁ Cmi Dnive

Sn Residence : 1952

Yhat war High (rent Like when you moved in ?
"ell, there was a dind rwad, there wenen't many fouses cround, wnc
there waan't o Loke, 4t a pond,”
Vo you fave any unusual atorien?
the/ua war no bridge in the beginning, jusr a dam. Jhe dam Llooded
over and a neiphbon on the othen aide of the dan wuld have to tahe
shoiers at oun house after woak becaure of the cordition of the ]
“an. Jinally, the dan warhed out ard they decided to build « bnidge,”
Jhene war an elderly man naned John Smith who would nercue people in
the bad anow atomma with his white honse; Kitt, He would go to the
ong hilly the front entrance from Rte. 23, and would fook chain
from his home o the helpless cams. Jhen he wuld pull with hin homme
and the can would be on ita way again. On a nice day fan Smith would
take Kitt out in the field and give the childnen niden.”
fow old wene youn children when gou moved hene?
Tuo of our chiddren wene in grammar achool and one war oo young o te
in achool
What wene the achooln Like?
Some of the achools at the Zime had outaide bathwoms, JThey wene amall
4c/roo«./¢ou4e4. Juo of the achvols that oun childnen attended were Hillenest
and S, fonepha, ' |
How many familien and how many children wene there at High (nest when you moved in? |
| ”j/'w_n.e weren't many childnen, about neven ;,WJA and tuo boys, At the time f
ﬂte/Le were only ‘about ten to fifteen familiea,




LY . - - ’
ﬁfuztejzbe;-_:,;u inteavier cont.

Wene thene many animals around?
"Everny now and\x‘.ﬁen wu'd see deen grazing in the back Laun, ground fogs
rup on thein hinds aniffing around, ahunk apreading thein famour aroma, muathnaic,
and also talk of wildcat,

bo you know any of the hintony of this area’?

"Ghere wene « Lot of Sndian caves at the Zop of Zhe ALLL by Upper High (rert ia,
.Au.c/L az the Hemmit Cavea

What wene the &'_w'jlg. conditions Like? £
"Roada - there wenre gravel wada, Faont Al - in temible afape in ithe i
llé'i:.f‘:.f_efn. and in the winfer we had fine ice A/eaiing. e aeemed to have hanatien |
wintean Znen. Jhene ucwn’z‘_-an.‘c; beach in the &WQ, Sn the winten ue
had Aa,d—dr'wiing_. ” |

What waa the oveagdd "Hlavor” of the community then?
YLl the people uere very nice and they wouldn'i interfene with what you

} g 7 I
wanied Zo do,




Snterview with - Jan ven

Addrean: 105 Uppen High (reat Road
Sn Reaidence :  Januany 23, 1952

Moved : ' /1989,

Second Renidence : 1953

Aigh (nea we: q great place o grow up, Jhere wene q dot of rich wwund
Y apee SLwas Like o perfect model comminity, Ve would go Linking, hite uwp by
the reservoin in the wods, aki in the winter, aailboat in the Aummer, and
bicyede nide, We would do whateven any Zeenagen would do.

Sack then there was a guy named the Dupen flan, e was Like the ice cron
ren o conpared do today. Mle would come wround the Lahe aelling caber, curegion,
wrd bread, |

§ nememben when § would g0 Linking, there wasr one Link that 9 could reven
cateh but § had on my Line runerous times. § named hin Alfagabacha,

_ fligh (reat is barically the same, but when 9 Left the road didn't totally
90 around the Lake. Jhene wan aleo o field to the night of the dam where we waed
4o play baneball,

§ Loved Aigh (reat Lake 20 muck a4 kid that § wanted my childnen 2o Aave

e aane benelit. So when 9 goz marnied and had childnen, S moved bach.

Note :
Jan Sves wan the Lira? baby born 2o ,fafru’.[y I.:'.ving. at High (reat,




Lnteaview with : (d and Joyce Centile
Addresa & 174 r'.v’i_g,/z (res? Drive

Sn Reaidence : /955

Where did you Live before coming to High (reat Lake?
"o Lived in Lincodn Park,”
Vhat do gou Like aboui figh (nest an compand to whore you Lived before”
e came 2o High (reat when it wan Linat being built o give an esiimaie fon
heating. We were inpressed by the Loke, the mountains, and juit he cenencl
area,
What ia ik Like when wou moved in?
“We wene the fimt to build on this aide of the lake and at the Zime ihere
.u,m @ path deading %o our houne, We were about the fornty-fin:t family
o move into High (neat.”
bo you have any wwnval stories that wu's Like to ahare?
Well, aomething that was very unumaual to me in what the Men's (lub did,.
They would atoch the Lake fon tinhing, have picnica oll the time. §% wus
a very close comunity and atill in, S there in tragedy, we all pull
tgethen Zo comfont one anvthen. 8¢ there's a picnic we all pull iogetnen
Lo have fun.”
“la & had mentioned befone, the rvad ended about one hundred yanda belone
oun roune and there wap just a path leading to oun house when it wan being
buil, j&mﬁaq we had Zo carny the aupplies for coratucting the foune
in oun anma and aometimes in aleighs, Jhene wan alao no electric when we
moved in duning Kovember., We had 2o wre kenonene,”
Jid wu aee any wild animals since wou Linat moved in?
“Thene wene plenty of deen around and ahkunk, alro. Once in q while you'd
aee a ground hog peeking out of ita dint mound,”




Yentile inteavier CONZs

What unwauel Living conditions did you have to go Zhaough’
" he waten wan veay canefully controlled thanks to Rogen Daugheniy, e
wenen't any noads fon the fimt couple of yeam. Secklen and Shepard had
thom ploved fon un until the toun took coniral of the oads, Jhe weatfos --
$% neem ar though we, Living at High (aest, gel more aevere wing: becuus v
they blow doun thnough the Apahawe Pana.”
B liee. e, wedoula? |
Wun Lisat few childnen atiended Paradine Knolls, Hillerest, and butlen
High School. Oun tuo lant children attended Apnhawa S chool which wan on
the Lahe. The achooling and achool teaching aluags acemed to be ciove cversze”
fbout jow many chiddnen wene thene in the neighbonhood?
" hene. were about fonty familien and fifty kids when we moved in.
Yoat spkivliien did High (neat Lake participate in Lrom the joum/up’

“le didn't aeally participate an a group with the Zoun but thene van aluaun

"

« big High (rert croud at oll of the activities, auch as football gancs anc
band rompetition.”

Did High (neat people auppont Weat Milfond in anyway auch ar in public office?
Yin, Dudley Rodgera nan fon office, Stewant Perry ran fon Joun (omu;é, fira. hovact
vai on the Board of Education, Howand Simpron war on the Board of fea
Rogen Daughenty, Michael Neatico, and (d Novack wene all on the Planning
Boand, and §, muelf, war on the Bicentennial (ommittee, "

Viat nole, if any, did you play in the community’ |
"G wun the President of the Lodge when it was firat fonmed and alao on the
Lodge Board fon ten yeara. 9 was the Preaident of the (hamben of (ommence

 and then in the club fon tuenty yean.

Vhat do gou think of the overald "flavor" of the community in the beginning?
“Moat eveayone who Lived hene in the {Jeg.uvung, war of wung families moving

- into an area morigaged beyond thein meara. Therefone, evenyone war verny clone.”




Gentile infeaview cont.

Vhat war the "Elavor" Like of the community ien yeam ago?

"High (reat populated veny well, (venyone was veny friendly, JThe aimo:phore
that prevailed S beginning lasted through, Moat people were moving up
the conporate ladder, 9% was a great place. 9§ had neven neen a nlace Lire
thin whene people moved in and they wene part of the crowd night auag.”

1 E s " n
fow ia z2re "Llavor” nouw?

I !

$2's a Line community but (2 changed a Little bit. §¢'s handen 10 inow
evenyone becguse of the population rise, High (neat always pullas togethen
in tragedy.”
Do you krow any of the history of High (nest Lake?
Well, iz war firat ouned by Mn, Smith, At lirat it wan o Awamp and then
they dug it out. Jhe finat family 9 believe o move in wan the Ansels.”
What wene some activities that wene aun around High (rea??
"There wan Loneled, Awimning competition, awimming lessons, great winten
sporte, family picnica, and the Jounth of July 8rade.”
Any othen ‘comments?
“High (neat in delinitely q great place 2o aaine children 3"

—_— B e



Sndenview with @ f.’a‘r;,m Zjaugﬁeuu‘.g

Addreas : 269 High (neaz Dnive
fn Residence : Navember 30, 1967
Prion Reaidence : Veatwood, N.J. - Bergen (ounty

Aow wuld gou compane High (nert 2o where wou Lived befone?
“Weatuood wan nesidential and High (neat war mone /uz._«ml becaure o
Ve checked eveny lake in nonthenn New Jerrey and High (reat bad jun? onened,
e deaigned a houre and noticed the nice lahe. 9% ( High (reat) i. conveniently
Llocated becatre it's eary o gel ,&wm New York to hene. $4 wan an alé—gecm—
round Lake; Uzeae,{uae, {2t had no aummen nesidencea, 9 alao Likd ihe zoning,
whai wan High (neat Like when you moved in?

ror ! {7
-,f ine Lare.

i

"The roada wene privately ouned by Secklen and Shepard and in poon hape.
$ got involved in getting the moads wccepted by the foun, Thene were
« few mintakes made in the engineening but good progresnive ateps uere Zaken.”
Jo you have any wwaval atories?
"Thene were frequent powen outages in the beginning; therefore, we had to Guy
a propane gar atove, Jhe waien hup failed a few timer but no majon problems.”
Did gou see many animals?
"Clve neen a dot of -AnafEE/i, aeer , and tuntlea, § have seen a Lot of wild
e up in Weat Nilfond,”
fouw did fligh (rea panticipate in the Jounahip? |
"Well, Richard fleany in on the Envinonmental Board, Ed Novack ia on Zhe Planning
Boand, fiike Neatico in alao on Zhe Planning Board and the Boarnd of Health,
§ wan the (hainman of the Envinormental Board and o memben fon ten yeans,

Ed Novack wanr the Vice-(hairnman, 9 am a fonmen member and (hainman
of the Planning Boand, "
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o v . . e .
Vaugreniy intenview cont,

You've hud many interacting oles with the iown and the atate. (ould you iell
me adout that?
"0 have been on the Waten S tudy (ommitiee and have conducted undenground waten
tudien fon Yeat Milford with about thnee-thourand wells, 9 made @ xiudy
or necycling aolid warte and adopted recommendations fon what will ocrur
on dprdl Lirat, What will happen in that wu'll have Zo neparaie wun carbage
into g,éaAA, paper, on food. o
Alow can the condition of High Cwi Lake be companed with other area lahes?
"iligh (rea han a pretiy low bacteria count but Like most lahkes, grows o Lot
of neaveed on the Lake Poon."
Lake water condition twenty yea/;A cégzo?
“When 9 would go Linhing § could amell the leaking neptic which came from the
adonn duaing Hhat emptied into the lake. Some of the inletn on the luke wene
neairicted from awimming because ihe bacteria count was too high. This
wan cauned by leaky septic tanks which would let the bacteria into the
aonm dnaina, Jhen the aeptic would lead its way into the lahe.
Lake waten eondition Zen years ago?
“Well, it took almoa « yearn and @ half to pick up on and leann the cause
fon thin pollution. We atanted a prognam to run down the asounces of #he
problem, We marked out all the atonm barina and noiiced that it came from
the rowre on flacopin Jearace and around #hat 5iocf€. 0f coune, it came
from a Lot ofothen housen but that in whene the count wan the higheat,
Anotnen caune fon thia pollution in the (anadian geere that awim in the lake.”
Lake water condition nou?
| "Uigh Creat ia very fontuncte fon having auch clean waten. Alas, every house
i docated within one thounand feet of a Lire hydrant.  Because of thin the
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